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women do as much. The end of February being
the end of the cold season, I have no longer taught
catechism in my lodge, which is too small to hold
all the people who come to it, but in the chapel at
the same hour; and I shall continue to teach through-
out the month of March,—and longer, if I find the
same docility among a portion of the Perouareoua on
their return from their winter quarters. Even if a
few only of them come to the chapel, I shall have to
enlarge it; for it is filled with the Kaskaskia alone.
If one may judge by their docility and assiduity in
seeking to be instructed, there is great reason to
hope that God will convert them.

My sins and the malice of men have not prevented
God from pouring down abundant blessings on this
mission of the Ilinois. It has been augmented by
two hundred and six souls whom I baptized between
the 3oth of March and 2gth of November, 1693. Many
children among that number are already in heaven
and pray to God for their parents’ conversion. Since
the chief of the Kaskaskia has been baptized with his
wife and family, consisting of 15 persons, he blushes
not for the gospel, and ceases not to exhort and
instruct the young men of his village night and day.
I observe, thanks be to God, that he is listened to
as well as his wife, who is ever in the chapel at
the head of all those of her sex. I was greatly
surprised, at the end of the night, to see her come,
accompanied by all the women, to make a fine present
of tallow to the chapel (this is the wax of the coun-
try). She told me, in the name of all, that they
offered it to God, to light the chapel when I said
the great prayer—that is, during mass—and when
I taught catechism, begging me to continue to



